


'\ About This Week’s Writer

Joe Jaudon lives in Elyria, Ohio with his wife Darlene and their new
puppy, Hopeful. They have two grown children.

Joe is a buyer for a automotive parts distributor. Over the years,
he has frequently worked with youth and singles ministries, and for
the past fifteen years, he’s led a weekly Bible study for prison
inmates. Recently, he memorized the entire book of Revelation, and
taught an 8-week study on the book for adults at his home church. S

When he has spare time, Joe enjoys kayaking and sailing his \ L
Hobie catamaran. A
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(§Talking to God

God, I pursue all the
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you to help me desire eternal things above all the temptations of earth.

Love Letter

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world,
and all who live in it;

For he founded it upon the seas and established it upon
the waters.

Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand
in his holy place?

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,

Who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by
what is false.

He will receive blessings from the Lord and vindication
from God his Savior.

Who is this King of Glory? The Lord strong and
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.

Who is he, this King of Glory? The Lord Almighty —he
is the King of Glory! (Psalm 24, selected verses)

Daily 180

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is
lawlessness. But you know that [Jesus] appeared so

that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.
(I John 3:4-5)

Everyday Good

If God hadn’t saved you from sin, how would your life
be different? Of course, none of us can know for sure,
but it’s sobering to contemplate. Thank God for what
he’s done in your life through love and grace.

Spar r-byeView
Leadership at the Highland Vineyard

* Lee Anne Turner is our Worship Director at the
Vineyard. Pray that God will guide her in putting
together music that glorifies God and helps the
congregation to experience the presence of Christ.

= Rick Mathley designs helpful Power Point slides and
other media elements for our services. Pray that God
will guide Rick as he uses his gifts to build the
Kingdom of God.

Your Personal Needs

= Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. . .. The
prayer offered in faith will make the sick person
well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he
will be forgiven. (James 5:13a, 15)

" Listening to God

The Main Event:  James 4:1-3.
Second Thoughts: Genesis 4:1-12.

Journal

“For everything there is a gadget, and an electronic
toy for every purpose under heaven.”

Technology has given us a multitude of ways to
measure things —especially when it comes to our health.
First, there’s the digital thermometer, so that in less
time than ever before, you can justify not going to
work. Then there’s a little gizmo for taking your blood
pressure. (Why anybody wants to squeeze his own arm
until it hurts is beyond me.) A pedometer will show
how many steps you took, and therefore how many
calories you burned, on your walk from the couch to
the fridge. And if you undertake some more vigorous

exercise (like asking out a gorgeous member of the
opposite sex), there’s a little meter that shows how fast
you heart is beating.

When it comes to your spiritual health, you can
always consult the Lust-O-Meter.* Now, you won't
find this gadget at Circuit City, but it’s the perfect way
to tell if you're pursuing the wrong things in life. In
fact, directions for its use are provided in today’s Main
Event! Just think about your relationships and ask,
“How much am I fighting?”

Of course, there are some fights that are Godly.
Jude said we should fight to preserve a pure faith. Jesus
himself used a whip to drive money-changers out of
the temple. If you're fighting for the kingdom, praise
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the Lord and pass the ammunition!

But there’s another kind of combat that needs to
stop. It happens when you strive to get your own way
at the expense of others.

If envy gets the best of us, we'll steamroll anybody
who stands between us and the stuff we want. It
happened all the time in the Bible. When Paul scolded
Euodias and Syntyche in Philippians 4, it was because
they couldn’t get along. The Galatians were actually
said to be biting and devouring one another (Galatians

5:15). Most notable of
If you want to all, the first murder
evaluate how clean

your heart is, take a

ever committed was
motivated by envy.

di Cairl’s hsacrifice ot,
rea I'ng 0 N gisled? b?Godgo he
Lust-O-Meter. killed his own brother!

Wherever jealousy
is found, a fight will follow. It's no wonder that Road
Rage is so common. People get in their cars and think,
“Im in control and nobody can stand in my way!”
Heaven help the person who slows down the traffic
flow. Occasionally, drivers have even resorted to
deadly violence! They lost a couple nanoseconds off
their drive time . . . and somebody had to pay.

James tells us that “relational road rage” is
sometimes what stands between us and our desires.
We want things for the wrong reason, so God puts up a
roadblock. But that’s not always the case! There are
occasions when we don’t get what we want simply
because we d o n“@Atk amdsysul will receive,” Jesus
said. God wants to bless you; you just have to talk to
him about it.

Yet the Man Upstairs is not a magic genie to
rubber-stamp your whims: he grants pure requests.
And if you want to evaluate how clean your heart is,
take a reading on the ol’ Lust-O-Meter. Ask yourself,
“How much am I fighting?”

How are your relationships with other people? Do
you get mad when someone at church seems to have
more prominence than you? Are you fighting with
your supervisor because he asked you complete an
extra assignment at work? How about the folks you
hang around with? Do you feel hot under the collar
when your best-laid plans are thwarted by the ones
you call “friend”?

If you answered “yes,” then your Lust-O-Meter is
in the red zone! When you have an impure heart,
you're setting yourself up for misery . . . and maybe
some unanswered prayers, too. A

Along the Journey

Thank you for being a God who delights in giving good gifts
to your children! I pray that you will help me to desire the
things that are right in your eyes, not in my own. Forgive
me for being jealous and lustful; help me to be content with

the grace you8ve put in my |ife
*When some people think of lust (o0desireso
mi nd. But today, wedre taking a broader vi e\
Bi blical definition of lust: pursuing somet
will for your life.
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(§Talking to God

Lord, stress is a constant in my life. Please show me how humility before you can take some of it away.

Love Letter

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; in you I trust, O my
God.

Do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies
triumph over me.

No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame.

You are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day
long.

Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love, for
they are from of old.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious
ways;

According to your love remember me, for you are
good, O Lord. (Psalm 25:1-7, selected verses)

Daily 180

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is
lawlessness. But you know that [Jesus] appeared so

that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.
(I John 3:4-5)

Everyday Good

Think of some of your favorite foods. Now, why not
thank God for creating them?

Spar r-byeView
People in Your Life

» It's time to talk with God about the five friends on
your prayer list. Find their names in Tuesday’s
GodTime from the Week 1 booklet.

Your Personal Needs

= Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. . .. The
prayer offered in faith will make the sick person
well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he
will be forgiven. (James 5:13a, 15)

Listening to God

The Main Event:  James 4:4-6.
Second Thoughts: Matthew 6:25-34.

Journal*

Humility is pretty low on my list of favorite
subjects, falling somewhere between death and taxes.
But pride is a different story: I love talking about me!

Come on, you can confess: It's fun to be proud! It's
amazing how much we’ll do to be recognized, hoping
for a little ego-stroking to go with our work.

Unfortunately, I've discovered an inconvenient
truth lately. Pride is fun, but it’s also the source of most
of my stress.

I keep a pretty full day timer. (If you freelance and
don’t want to live in a van down by the river, that’s a
wise policy!) So when I'm not networking with
potential clients, I'm editing the 20-Minute Challenge.
When I'm not planning a workshop, I'm trying to catch
up on e-mail.

Sure, I work twelve-hour days and don’t always

take a Sabbath, but It's all fun and games for an
adrenaline junkie like me! That is, until I run out of
time to spend with God. Until I'm snapping at my wife
because I'm living too close to the edge. Some weeks I
have no idea how I can possibly get everything done —
so I run on jittery nerves, insufficient sleep, and no
“George Time.”

But truthfully, I don’t think a full schedule is the
root of my problems. Jesus was always on the go, and
endured constant interruptions on his days off. The
Prince of Peace had a full day timer, too.

So if busy-ness is not the central issue, what gives?
The trouble starts when I forget I'm God’s child, and
begin worshipping Perfection . . . Compliments . . .
Success. The Man Upstairs doesn’t care for that sort of
thing. He calls it “idolatry.”

When I do my work as a love-offering to Jesus, the
stress stays under control. God’s expectation is nothing
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more than my best. In fact, he even anticipated the
occasional screw-up —1I hear that's why he sent his son
to die!

It's only when I live by my expectations—and the
ones that others inflict on me — that stress mounts.

If my project isn’t perfect, it's not good enough. If
so-and-so doesn’t like it, I need to go back to the
drawing board. When I place those burdens on
myself —noble as they sound at first—| & m
higher standard for myself than God does! I'm also
forgetting that everything I do is a failure.

I sin all the time. When I'm not actively screwing
up, my best writing still can’t compare to the Creator’s
handiwork. What's a story next to a sunset?

So it's a minor miracle when the Spirit takes the
stuff I offer him; the effort that’s only “good enough for
government work”; and uses it anyway. The laughably
inadequate can change lives when God gets involved.

That means in the end,

Emptying my emptying my calendar isn’t the

cal enda Ik.ey .tq deistﬁ:.ssm&. Instead, it's

finding the tiny gap between

the key -tO idolatry and serving; between

e-stressing. easing me and pleasing God. 1
de-st pleasing d pleasing God

have to focus on humility, even

if at first, it’s about as much fun as death and taxes
combined.

But strangely, that little shift in attitude may make

the difference between stress and peace in my life. If I

didn’t know better, I'd say Jesus planned it that way. A

*Today6s Journal was written by

set

Georg

e

t

Along the Journey

Lord, help me to put aside idols and act on my love for you.
Show me the peace that comes from living by your standards
instead of my own.

ing a

Halitzka. (Dond6t blame Joe for this
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(§Talking to God

Father, giving things up is hard, no matter what the reason! Show me today that having a closer relationship with you is worth

some sacrifices.

Love Letter

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs
sinners in his ways.

He guides the humble in what is right and teaches
them his way.

All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful for
those who keep the demands of his covenant.

For the sake of your name, O Lord, forgive my iniquity,
though it is great.

Who, then, is the man that fears the Lord? [God] will
instruct him in the way chosen for him.

He will spend his days in prosperity, and his
descendents will inherit the land.

The Lord confides in those who fear him; he makes his
covenant known to them.

My eyes are ever on the Lord, for only he will release
my feet from the snare. (Psalm 25:8-15)

Daily 180

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is
lawlessness. But you know that [Jesus] appeared so

that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.
(I John 3:4-5)

Everyday Good

Some cynics (like me) are fond of talking about how
technology has dismantled communities and
dehumanized people. However, it has also been a great
force for good! Have you benefitted from medical
“miracles,” speedy transportation, or the wonders of
refrigeration and indoor plumbing? Thank God for
allowing people to develop those revolutionary
inventions.

Spar r-byeView
Vineyard Ministries

= Pray for the counseling sessions that take place at the
Vineyard every week. Ask God to use this ministry
to transform lives and relationships for good.

Your Personal Needs

= Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. . .. The
prayer offered in faith will make the sick person
well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he
will be forgiven. (James 5:13a, 15)

Listening to God

The Main Event:  James 4:7-10.

Second Thoughts: [ Corinthians 9:24-27. (Paul is speaking here about the rewards of following Jesus.)

Journal

I took Latin in tenth grade. You might be thinking I
was a little deranged, but I actually enjoyed the class! I
wanted to learn the language, and I had fun goofing off
with my classmates.

However, my relationship with the teacher was
another story. Mr. Gruber just didn’t like me. He
thought I was lazy. My homework never rated above a
C+ (on a good day). He couldn’t understand that I
actually cared about the subject! He thought I was a
total goof-off.

Sure, I had my share of fun in the class; the other

kids were fun people! But I did the translations and
mastered the verb conjugations. I turned in
assignments and even helped the students sitting
nearby. Yet Mr. Gruber remained convinced that I was
nothing but a class clown.

At the end of the year, they gave an academic test
at every high school in the state, and I decided to take
the Latin exam. When the results for our school came
in, Mr. Gruber read off the top ten finishers to the class.
He started with tenth place and worked his way up.

The first five names were read. “Not bad,” I
thought. “He hasn’t said ‘Joe Jaudon” yet, so I must be
in the top five.” Names five and four came and went —1I
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must be in the top three! Number three was
announced, and it wasn’t me. “I can’t believe it, I am in
the top two!” I thought.

Then with two names left, Mr. Gruber paused. “I
really don’t know how this happened,” he said,
“but I've double-checked the tests. I have to announce
that Joe won the Latin competition.”

I raised both arms in victory as paper wads
bounced off my head and the class cheered. It was a
very satisfying moment. All of my effort had paid off —
whether Mr. Gruber
liked it or not.

Doing the work
wasn’'t always fun;
sometimes I had to
concentrate  when
everyone else was clowning around. The studying was
intense and the hours were long. But winning the
contest—and seeing the look on Mr. Gruber’s face—
made it all worthwhile!

That experience makes me think of what James
says about drawing closer to God in our Main Event.
Check out the action verbs: Submit to God. Resist the
devil. Purify your hearts. Grieve; mourn; wail. Humble
yourself before the Lord.

Those words don’t sound like a recipe for a good
time! Still, that's how the Christian life works
sometimes. When other people are goofing off, I still
need to make the Lord my top priority. While my
friends are satisfied with “getting by,” I need to do the
hard work of seeking God. Everybody else may be
indulging in “minor” sins, but I must choose the high
road!

My sincere hope is to become more like Jesus,
whatever it takes. I long to feel his presence and know
his approval. Others will win the popularity contest —I
want to gain a heavenly prize!

If you feel the same way, take another look at the
action verbs in our passage from James. Perhaps there’s
one that really sticks out to you. Spend a little time in
prayer, allowing God to speak to you about it. Do you
need to submit more of your life to him? Is it time to
wash your hands and purify your heart?

Nobody ever said homework was easy —in Latin or
in the Christian life. Yet it's what you need to do if you
hope to claim a prize in heaven.

I'm not sure Mr. Gruber intended to teach me that
lesson in Latin class. But in a roundabout way, he
certainly did. A

I want to become
more like Jesus,
whatever it takes.

Along the Journey

Father, show me the
friendship with you, and move closer to receiving an eternal
crown.
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(§Talking to God

Lord, I know that one day, you'll judge everyonefi s i nner s
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Love Letter

Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have led a blameless life; I
have trusted in the Lord without wavering.

Test me, O Lord, and try me, examine my heart and my
mind;

For your love is ever before me, and I walk continually
in your truth.

I wash my hands in innocence, and go about your altar,
O Lord,

Proclaiming aloud your praise and telling of all your
wonderful deeds.

I love the house where you live, O Lord, the place
where your glory dwells.

I lead a blameless life; redeem me and be merciful to
me.

My feet stand on level ground; in the great assembly I
will praise the Lord. (Psalm 26, selected verses)

Daily 180

. Return to the Lord. Say to Him, “Forgive all our
sins and receive us graciously . . . We will never again
say ‘Our gods’ to what our own hands have made, for
in you the fatherless find compassion.”

(Hosea 14:2-3, selected verses)

it
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Everyday Good

What are some of the simple pleasures that you enjoy?
Maybe one of them is sunshine, or your morning bowl
of cereal, or an afternoon walk. Thank God that he’s
placed these good gifts in your life.

Spar r-byeView

Missions
= “Rebecca” is the director of a theatre company in
Kazakhstan. (Because of the sensitive political

situation there, we’ve refrained from using her real
name.) Rebecca directs plays with college students in
this former Soviet republic, and also tries to touch
lives with the grace of Jesus. Pray for “Kelly” and
“Vanessa,” two Kazakhstani girls who are interested
in Christianity that Rebecca has mentored.

= Rebecca is currently in the USA. Pray that she’ll
receive the funds she needs to return to Kazakhstan!

Your Personal Needs

* Guard my life and rescue me; let me not be put to
shame, for I take refuge in you! May integrity and
uprightness protect me, for my hope is in you.
(Psalm 25:20-21)

" Listening to God

The Main Event:
Second Thoughts:

James 4:11-12.

Journal

I'have a friend at work who's very personable, very
talkative—and very opinionated! Sometimes, we
discuss politics (she’s liberal; I'm conservative) or
religion (she’s Jewish; I'm a Christian). You can
imagine that our conversations get pretty lively.

Not long ago, she made a comment that completely
surprised me. She said, “Joe, I respect you because you
don’t just talk the Christian talk—you walk the
Christian walk. I never hear you speak badly about

Psalm 63:9-11. (These verses come from a song of praise that King David wrote to God.)

anybody.”

I tried not to let it go to my head, but of course, 1
was glad that my life was showing her a sample of
God’s love! I also felt a twinge of guilt, because my
mouth isn’t nearly so holy as she seems to think.

But her comment made me aware of how much
“evil speaking” goes on every day in our office. It's so
bad that anyone who isn’t involved really stands out!
My friend isn’t ready to follow Jesus yet, but she
notices when a Christian steers clear of gossip.

In today’s Main Event, James tells us not to slander
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our brothers and sisters in Christ. Slander is basically
character assassination —or according to Webster, “oral
defamation in which someone tells one or more
persons an untruth . . . [that] will harm the reputation
of [another].”

I stumbled across a verse in Psalm 63 that brings
out the same point. (Bear with me; it may take a
moment to see the connection.) David said, “Those
who seek my life will be destroyed.” In the context, we
could paraphrase that, “Anybody who thinks God isn’t
for me can go to hell!” When we speak evil of our
brothers and sisters —when we slander them —we are
seeking to destroy their character. That’s a problem,
because David says liars will be silenced by God in
verse 11!

We Christians are

| £t ° s Dbet t eonGodssyle “f Gedg
thejudging to is for us, who can be

against us?” So if our
God . ..and focus 1. is for David—or

on the loving. Kent or Jenny or
Chas—who am I to

falsely speak against him? I can’t condemn someone
who has God'’s Seal of Approval!

When I judge a person God has saved, I'm judging
his law. (Uh, that would be the same law I break every
day when I sin.)

Now, these verses doesn’t mean that I should
never call a spade a spade. Paul criticized believers for
legalism, heresy, and divisions in the church. There’s
nothing wrong with rebuking sin—in fact, Jesus
commanded us to do so!* But trash-talking other
believers with lies and gossip is strictly off limits.
We're forgetting that God deems us just as guilty as
our “target” . . . and he has cleared her name just as
surely as he did mine!

So in light of our guilt and God’s mercy, slandering
others is definitely out of bounds. It's better to leave
the judging to God . . . and focus on the loving. A

*I'tds important to note that when we
in a spirit of love, with an authentic desire to see the person restored to following God.

We also need to be certain that we are correcting the individual about a clear teaching
from the Bible, and not a personal preference. One of the great things about following
Christ is that we are bound by relatively few hard-and-fast rules. Christians have the
freedom to make our own choices, base
any matter that isndt clearly addres
sister who likes jeans if you wear dresses . . . or a brother who likes the Cards when you
prefer the Cats. (See Romans 14 for details.)

Along the Journey

vV e

Fat her , dondt | et me f all into
people youdve made holy througt
confront someone who has sinned, we must do i
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Scripture.
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(§Talking to God

Father, failure is hard t
planii to make me into the person you want me to be.

Love Letter

Praise be to the Lord, for he has heard my cry for
mercy.

The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts
in him, and I am helped.

My heart leaps for joy, and I will give thanks to him in
song.

The Lord is the strength of his people, a fortress of
salvation for his anointed one.

Save your people and bless your inheritance; be a
shepherd and carry them forever.  (Psalm 28:6-9)

Daily 180

. Return to the Lord. Say to Him, “Forgive all our
sins and receive us graciously . . . We will never again
say ‘Our gods’ to what our own hands have made, for
in you the fatherless find compassion.”

(Hosea 14:2-3, selected verses)

Everyday Good

What's the last book you read that helped your
spiritual life? Thank God for putting it into your path.
What's the last sermon you heard that made a
significant impact on you? Praise the Lord for speaking
through his servants.

(o]

take.

Spar r-ByeView
Leadership of Our Nation and Community

= Maintaining peace among nations, while not always
possible in a fallen world, is a noble goal. Pray that
the United Nations will glorify God in its decision-
making.

= Pray for your City Council. Ask God to give each
member a desire “to act justly and to love mercy and
to walk humbly with [our] God” (Micah 6:8).

Your Personal Needs

* Guard my life and rescue me; let me not be put to
shame, for I take refuge in you! May integrity and
uprightness protect me, for my hope is in you.
(Psalm 25:20-21)

" Listening to God

The Main Event:
Second Thoughts:

James 4:13-17.

Journal

The worst thing that can happen in your life is not a
big, spectacular failure.

“Wait a minute, Joe,” you may be saying. “You
don’t know what happened to me!” And that’s true —
I'm not familiar with the tragedies in your life. Maybe
you lost a job that you loved. Maybe your marriage (or
another serious relationship) ended. Perhaps you blew
it with a close friend, or failed in a major project, or
dropped out of college—and you still feel the

John 21:1-6. (This story takes place after Jesus has risen from the dead, but before he returns to heaven.)

consequences.

Failure hurts terribly. But success may be the worst
thing that can happen to you.

Of course, holding down a good job or maintaining
your friendships are great things. If you told me you
preferred getting fired to receiving your Christmas
bonus, I might worry about your sanity! But with
success comes an insidious danger that James warns us
about in today’s Main Event: self-sufficiency.

When things go our way, we forget to look to God
for wisdom—or worse yet, we don’t want his input!

The 20-Minute Challenge = Week 5 = 11
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“I'm doing just fine, thank you very much,” we tell the
Almighty. “Next time I want your opinion . . . I'll give
it to you!” That’s why sometimes, our greatest growth
comes through out greatest failures.

In today’s Second Thoughts, we drop in on the
disciples a week or two after the resurrection. They’ve
seen Jesus alive twice, but have no idea where he is

o now! Maybe they
\X/heher the disciples

wonder if he’s still
were failing or on earth or back in

: heave e f t
. U cceedin g, homas, erh'?a};)esg1
p ol nt wa s C [p vincing
don’ t haveumseﬂfiﬂ@asalla

dream! God in the
Flesh has been
guiding them every
step of the way for
three years. Now,
they’re sheep without a shepherd.

So Peter and the boys are standing around one day,
trying to think of something to do. Peter has an
inspiration—“I'm going fishing,” he says. The rest of
the disciples come along for the ride.

So far as we can tell, no prayer goes into this
venture. And when people step outside of God’s will,
their efforts don’t always meet with success. In John 21,
the disciples slave away all night and don’t catch a
thing! Finally, the pain of failure makes them sensitive
to their weakness. So when the Lord shows up, they’re
willing to listen . . . even though he’s about to expose
the folly of their self-sufficiency.

Jesus could have said, “Boy, you sure forgot about
that ‘fishing-for-men’ thing in a hurry. I see you're back
up to your old tricks on the lake. Pay attention, boys —
even in fishing, the one thing you thought you could
control, you have no power apart from me!”

But instead, Jesus simply says, “Friends, haven't
you any fish?”

All the disciples can manage is a one-word answer:
“No.” (Subtext: “Duh . . . do you see anything in the
boat?”)

So Jesus hollers back, “Throw your net on the right
side of the boat.”

How ridiculous is that? If there aren’t any fish on
the left side, why should there be any on the right? It’s
a small boat! But what have they got to lose? So they
toss out the nets one more time.

And then, just as they had no ability to find fish in
the first place, they now lack the capacity to handle all
the trout that miraculously swim into their nets!
Whether the disciples were failing or succeeding, Jesus’
point was clear: “You don’t have the power to do
anything on your own!”

In today’s Main Event, James wants us to carefully
consider what is going on in our hearts when life is
good, so that we don’t become insensitive to God. He

power to do
anything on your
own!"”

doesn’t want us to make big plans and boast about
what we're going to accomplish —instead, he directs us
to seek the Lord’s will first in everything.

Like the disciples, we're powerless to succeed
without God. Every time I see another sunrise, eat a
meal, or even draw a breath, it's only because of his
sustaining grace! That can be a hard lesson to learn. It
may involve failure and pain as we struggle with our
desire for success.

But as Jesus demonstrated to the disciples, failure
can be the very moment when God shows up. Even in
the twenty-first century, he still had the ability to turn a

Y Qu%lz belly-flop into a great success! A

Along the Journey

Father, teach me to seek your will before I try to do
anything. Help me look to you at all timesii in failure or
success.
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Love Letter

Ascribe to the Lord, O mighty ones, ascribe to the Lord
glory and strength.

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship
the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.

The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of
glory thunders,

The Lord thunders over the mighty waters.

The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord
is majestic.

The voice of the Lord strikes with flashes of lightning.

The voice of the Lord twists the oaks and strips the
forests bare.

And in His temple all cry, “Glory!”

The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord is
enthroned as King forever.

The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses
his people with peace. (Psalm 29, selected verses)

Daily 180

. Return to the Lord. Say to Him, “Forgive all our
sins and receive us graciously . . . We will never again
say ‘Our gods’ to what our own hands have made, for
in you the fatherless find compassion.”

(Hosea 14:2-3, selected verses)
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Everyday Good

Thank God for setting aside one day each week as a
Sabbath —a day of rest; a day to focus on the Lord.

Spar r-byeView
Your Family

= As you pray for your family today, ask God to
restore any broken relationships between parents
and children; brothers and sisters; husbands and
wives. God’s love has the power to change hearts —
even after years of bitterness.

Your Personal Needs

* Guard my life and rescue me; let me not be put to
shame, for I take refuge in you! May integrity and
uprightness protect me, for my hope is in you.
(Psalm 25:20-21)

" Listening to God

The Main Event:  James 4:1-17.
(There are no Second Thoughts in
Journal

Saturday provides a good opportunity to look back on

what you've learned in this week’s Daily GodTime.

* A Backwards Glance. Read through James 4 and
your Along the Journey notes. What has God said
to you in the past five days?

= Committing Everything to God. Meditate on
James 4:13 and 15: 0 Now | i sten, yo
or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year
there, carry on business
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plans, proclaiming to people what you're going to
accomplish —without consulting God? Ask the
Holy Spirit to remind you to seek his guidance
before you start any new project. A
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Father, help me to seek you first in everything I do, and make
our friendship my top priojrity. Keep the truths youdve shc
me this week fresh in my mind.
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